
Essential Literacy Materials

Everything you need to get started!

PORTABLE SOUND WALL

Sits 

easily 

on a 

table-top 

or easel

space-saving!
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I hope you enjoy this resource! Here are a few ways to stay in touch 
with me!

• Follow my store.
• Sign up for my monthly email newsletter on my blog. I’ll send you 

important updates and a fun freebie!

You may also like the following resources.  Click either image below. 

Click here for more Orton-Gillingham resources.
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Join Word List Builder!

• Unique search engine 

• Create save and print your 

own word lists, word cards, 

phrase templates and games!

• time-saving for O-G lesson 

planning

• GO HERE  to sign up!
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Page #s Materials

4-6 Teacher Notes (PLEASE READ)

7 Definitions

8 Assembly Instructions

9-14 Directions and Display Options

15-18 Header Cards

19-40 Vowel Valley Cards

41-76 Consonant Cards

77 Credits
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Thank you for your purchase!
This is a space-saving resource for educators who don’t have a lot of wall 
space, but still want to display and use a sound wall with their students. Once 
the initial assembly is complete, you can travel with it, or display it on a 
tabletop or easel. Please be sure to see the directions for assembly. I’ve 
included directions and photos to guide you through the process. 

This resource is based on my Orton-Gillingham and LETRS training. I have 
spent a great deal of time researching the best way to create this portable 
resource as well as consulted other O-G and LETRS trained teachers while it 
was being designed. 

Finding appropriate mouth pictures for sound production can be challenging. I 
have found the set I’ve used to be the best representation, but depending on 
regional dialects, there may be slight variations. I include a few options for b 
and p to represent that popping motion for the children who need extra 
support with sound production.
Continued…. 4
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Continued…
Why use a sound wall?
A sound wall can be a useful visual and reference tool as you teach speech sounds, sound 
production and their corresponding graphemes. Children who aren’t grounded in phonological 
processing may have a difficult time and confuse speech sounds. This can translate into 
reading errors and spelling errors over time. By explicitly teaching the phonemes, their 
articulatory similarities and differences first, then you can transfer into phonemic awareness 
activities like discrimination, deletion, substitution, blending, segmenting and the most 
challenging, sound reversal. You will teach the phonemes FIRST. The graphemes (print 
representations) come next. With lots of practice and reinforcement, your students will be 
able to match phoneme to grapheme with greater understanding, metacognition and precision.  

For beginning readers, you will teach the sound, the most common key word and note the 
picture to accompany the key word. Some sound cards have many grapheme representations. 
Early readers will not need that reference, but over time, it will be helpful as your students 
begin to solidify grapheme choice. You may wish to cover the graphemes with a sticky note 
while teaching the sounds and key words. 
References
This is just one resource to support your instruction, but it will be EXTREMELY beneficial to 
read further on the topic of phonemes, sound production and sound walls. 
• Speech To Print by Louisa Moats
• Transitioning to Sound Walls 5
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Continued Reinforcement
Make it multisensory! Call attention to the mouth features and practice oral production. Hand mirrors are very useful 
for this exercise. After introduction, you can incorporate activities that will help your students utilize the sound wall 
display, like “How many stops are there?” “Which sound makes the sound of /t/?” Use corrective feedback 
immediately. 
Where To Start
Using an assessment like the P.A.S.T. by Dr. David Kilpatrick will greatly inform your instruction and where your 
students’ strengths and weaknesses are in their phonological awareness. It’s a brief assessment and free to print 
online. Depending on the Orton-Gillingham or Wilson training you’ve received, you may wish to refer to the progression 
your trainer provided. As you introduce a new card from your drill deck, you may use this as an opportunity to add it 
to the sound wall as well. 
Display Options
You have been given A LOT of choices in this resource to suit a wide range of needs. 
Please use the cards that work best for your students. 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN… EVERY CARD HAS TWO SIDES- The card side with a colored border is the student version.   
The corresponding card side has no border and the phoneme is in virgules (forward slashes). Before you laminate  
the cards, glue or double-side tape the student card side to the teacher card side, back to back. 
Why did I choose to make cards with two sides? Our beginning readers should be taught in a speech to print format. 
By calling their attention to mouth formation and sounds (phonemes) FIRST, then we can teach the print 
representations (graphemes) of those phonemes. This will ensure this process flows smoothly for them. Additionally, 
teachers need a reference for themselves. The teacher card sides (no border) offers that assistance. 
• Sound cards are designed in two ways: For beginning readers, you will see cards with the mouth formation and a 

photo of the common key word, As they progress, you may switch to the cards with mouth formations, key word 
photos, and the grapheme representations in order of frequency. I have NOT listed EVERY possible grapheme 
choice on the student sides of the cards, but the teacher card sides DO have them. 

• I’ve included a few different key word choices. Use what works best for your students. 
• Card choices include both the grapheme OR key words spelled with the graphemes in red. They’re in order of 

frequency. 
6

©
 E

m
ily

 G
ib

bo
ns

, T
he

 Li
te

ra
cy

 N
es

t®



Sound Wall Terms Meaning

phoneme a speech sound

grapheme a letter or combination of letters that represents a phoneme

vowel a phoneme that is open and found in every syllable and classified by tongue position

consonant a phoneme that isn’t a vowel and is blocked by air flow with teeth, lips and tongue

Vowel Valley A visual representation of the tongue position of the different vowel phonemes

diphthong Vowel phonemes that when produced, have two different mouth positions

r-controlled vowels a single vowel followed by an r

schwa a neutral (does not produce its typical short or long) vowel in an unstressed syllable

stop a consonant phoneme; air flow is stopped when produced

fricative consonant phoneme that has a hiss or friction when produced

affricate consonant phoneme that can have similar features to a fricative and a stop 

nasal speech sounds where the air flow is through the nasal cavity

liquid consonant phoneme that resemble vowel speech sounds, air flow is blocked

glide consonant phoneme that glides into a vowel phoneme when articulated

combinations consonant phonemes that have two speech sounds (qu and x)
7
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Preparing Your Portable Sound Wall
The initial set-up will take some time, but it’s one and done. 

It will be worth the effort! 
Supplies needed:
• Tri-fold presentation board (most are 28” by 40”)
• Pairs of Velcro dots (Plan to have a minimum of 55-60 pairs of Velcro 

dots. The rough Velcro dots will go on the board. The soft Velcro dots will 
go on the backs of the cards.)

• Scissors
• Cardstock
• Using a glue stick or double-sided tape, back the student sound cards (with 

colored borders) to the teacher sound cards (no border) 
• Laminated sound cards and heading cards (printed on cardstock) 
• One wooden paint stick with one rough Velcro dot at the top to stick a 

sound card when introducing a phoneme/grapheme (optional)
• See the pages 9-14 for examples and three different display options. 

8



9

©
 E

m
ily

 G
ib

bo
ns

, T
he

 Li
te

ra
cy

 N
es

t®

Step 1: Arrange the Velcro dots.
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Step 2: Arrange and attach the heading cards.
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FOR EARLY READERS Display option 1: Arrange and attach the heading cards.
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Display option 2: Arrange and attach the heading cards.
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Display option 3: Arrange and attach the heading cards.
Display option 3 will need extra Velcro dots. 
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Credits: My products are made possible by the following fabulous artists!

This product and all of its contents is for educational purposes only, and is not for resale or redistribution in any 
form. It was purchased and/or downloaded for a single user, therefore may not be distributed without purchasing 
an additional user license available in my store. Please contact me, the seller, for additional license information.
Emily Gibbons, The Literacy Nest LLC® 2021
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Emily-Gibbons-The-Literacy-Nest
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